[Parameters of organ-specific and non-specific autoimmunity in patients with Basedow's disease and Basedow's ophthalmopathy. Changes induced by IVIG treatment].
The aim of this study was to evaluate the variations of thyroid autoantibodies titre in a group of 15 patients affected with "Graves' disease" (G. D.) during the treatment with antithyroid drug (ATD) and "high dose intravenous immunoglobulin" (IVIG) for "Graves' ophthalmopathy". Before the starting of treatment thyroglobulin antibodies (TgAb) were positive in 10/15 patients, microsomal antibodies (MAb) were positive in 13/15 patients and TRAb were positive in 5/9 patients. At the end of treatment TgAb titre was decreased or negative in 7/10 patients, MAb titre was decreased or negative in 7/13 patients, TRAb titre was diminished or negativized in 5/5 patients. Anti-nuclear antibodies (ANA) and anti-smooth muscle antibodies (ASMA) were positive in 3/15 and 3/15 patients before the treatment and in all these we observed a reduction or negativization of circulating titre during IVIG treatment. Anti-extractable nuclear antigen (ENA)m anti-mitochondrial antibodies (AMA) and rheumatoid factors were negative in all the patients. Also in the 3 patients not treated with ATD we have observed a reduction or a negativization of circulating thyroid autoantibodies. In conclusion these data suggest that the reduction of thyroid and non organ specific autoantibodies might be due to a stable immunosuppressive action of IVIG treatment in patients with Graves' disease.